
they have meant to you, 
and pray for their eternal 
repose. The November 
List in each of our churches 
is a witness to our love for 
those who have gone be-
fore us, and whom we see 
no more. The donations 
you give mean we can offer 
Masses for the souls of all 
those on our November 
lists not only on each day 
of November, but also 
regularly throughout the 
year.  

Once again today, we wel-
come Fr John Walsh, and 
are grateful for him coming 
to celebrate the Masses for 
us. I will be back in the 
parish tomorrow. 

I hope that you have all 
remembered to put your 
clocks back. (If you’re at 
Saturday evening Mass, this 
can serve as a reminder!) 
From tonight, the nights 
are darker earlier. It is in 
this most dismal month of 
November, which we 
begin on Tuesday, that we 
celebrate a true day of 
light: the Feast of All 
Saints. This is the feast day 
that one day—we hope—
will be our feast day, when 
we, by God’s grace, join 
the army of saints in heav-
en. It is unlikely that our 
names will be remembered 
even 100 years from now. 
But our names can be writ-
ten in heaven for ever, if 
we become the saints of 
God. Don’t forget that 
Tuesday is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, and there are 
plenty of opportunities in 
our churches for Mass. 

November is the month 
when we accompany the 
holy souls on their journey 
to eternal life, by our pray-
ers and by the offering of 
the Holy Mass. We keep 
All Souls’ Day on Wednes-
day with the traditional 
three Masses. Again, please 
try to get to one of these 
Masses if possible. In any 
case, the whole of the 
month of November is 
dedicated to the Holy 
Souls. It is a wonderful 
thing to spend some time 
just writing down the 
names of those whom you 
can remember who have 
died, and to pray for them 
as you write your list. Give 
thanks to God for what 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Martin of Porres 

1579-1639 
St Martin was the illegiti-
mate son of a Spanish noble 
and a freed slave from Pan-
ama. Because this meant he 
was mixed race, he was 
not allowed to  be solemn-
ly professed in a religious 
order. So he joined the 
Dominicans as a lay broth-
er. He was never resentful 
of this lowly position, but 
rather dedicated himself to 

the care of the sick. He 
once gave a beggar, cov-
ered with sores, his own 
bed. Many other stories of 
his compassion to the sick 
and poor are known. He 
was reprimanded by his 
superior for his extreme 
works of charity. But see-
ing Martin’s humility, his 
superior allowed him to 
follow his compassionate 
heart in whatever work it 
moved him to do. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
There will be no confessions this week or next week. 

Saturday 29th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Irene Morrey (SVP) 

Sunday 30th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Rachel de Porre 

Thirtieth Sunday   11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Elizabeth Adams 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Fionn Hussey 

Monday 31st 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  10.30am   Funeral Service Michael Doyle RIP 

  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  

    6.30pm Mass of All Saints Victor Henry Duskin 

Tuesday 1st  9.30am   Holy Mass November List 

  6.30pm   Holy Mass Terry Chappell 

Wednesday 2nd 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Int of the Pope 

Thursday 3rd  9.15am   Holy Mass (In Church) November List 

Friday 4th     6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

St Charles Borromeo    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 5th    10.30am    Holy Mass November List 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Philip Bentley 

Sunday 6th 9.00am    Holy Mass  In honour of St Rita 

Thirty-Second  11.00am   Holy Mass  Mary Mason 

Sunday of the Year               6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

ALL SAINTS 11.00am    Holy Mass John Biggane 

Holy Day of    2.15pm  Holy Mass People of the Parish 

SOLEMNITY OF   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Obligation    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

COMMEMORATION   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

OF ALL SOULS   12noon  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Martin of Porres 6.00pm    Mass or Word & Com-
munion 

 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 
All Saints Day Tuesday is the So-
lemnity of All Saints and is a Holy 
Day of Obligation. All Catholics 
should seek to go to Mass on this day. 
The Masses which fulfil the Obliga-
tion are: Monday 31st St Patrick’s 
6.30pm; Tuesday 1st St Joseph’s 
9.30am; English Martyrs’ 11am; St 
John’s 2.15pm; St Joseph’s 6.30pm. 

November List of the Dead 
Please pick up a paper for filling in 
your list of the dead, and an enve-
lope. Once again this year, we are 
asking for you to take time to draw 
up your list, and to pray for the dead 
yourselves. Place the list in the enve-
lope, together with a donation, if you 
wish. All the donations go to provide 
a daily Mass for those on the Novem-
ber Lists in our churches on the 30 
days of November, as well as further 
Masses throughout the year. There 
are boxes available at the front of 
each church to deposit your enve-
lopes.  

Blessing of Graves The annual 
blessing of graves at Biddulph ceme-
teries will take place on Saturday 5th 
November at 3pm. Please meet at the 
old cemetery car park. The blessing 
of graves at Tunstall cemetery will be 
on Sunday 6th November at 3pm, 
beginning at the grave of Canon 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

bles, Cake Stall & Refreshments Ta-
ble. For kids & kids at heart, £2 per 
person bouncing! Places limited so to 
confirm your place let Teresa know 
in the parish office, and let us have 
your payment before the day. Under 
12's must be accompanied by an 
adult . 

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s 
Autumn Fayre The Autumn Fayre 
will be at Biddulph Town Hall on 
Saturday 19th November from 10am 
to 12noon. If you are willing to vol-
unteer to help with or run a stall, or 
to help with refreshments, please sign 
up on the list at the back of Church. 
We also need to start receiving good 
saleable items and bottles for the 
stalls. 

St Joseph’s Autumn Fayre The 
Autumn Fayre is on Saturday 19th 
November beginning at 12noon.  We 
need new offers of help, and new 
ideas for stalls. Please bring good 
quality items for the stalls—books, 
bric-a-brac, and especially bottles to 
Mass each Sunday running up to the 
Fayre.  

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty This year the party is on 14th De-
cember, 1pm to 4pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. cost is £3.50. If you 
would like a ticket either contact 
Teresa in the Parish Office or Matt 
Ford on 07587 034299. 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

This is an initiative that Fr Julian is 
inviting us to embrace in our parish, 
for the renewal of our parishes, to 
transform them into communities of  
faith and mission.  

What is this vision? 

Following the invitation of our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, as well as the 
previous Popes—Bl Paul VI, St John 
Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI—the 
way of renovation is marked outby 
following the path of the ‘New Evan-
gelisation’. We should be: 
· Alive with faith, living the Gos-

pel, rather than giving only lip 
service to it. 

· Alive with prayer, making our 
churches temples of prayer, the 
liturgy an encounter with God, 
each with a personal life of prayer 
influencing every part of life. 

· Coming to a deeper personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and his 
teaching, and the teaching of his 
Church. 

· Reaching out to others to draw 
them to Jesus. Not being content 
to see our parishes die around us, 
and for ‘Catholic’ families to go 
astray, but seeing that God’s call 
is alive today. 

 

What is the first stage? 

We are inviting parishioners from 
our parishes to ‘come and see’ what 
the Alpha Course is like in a Catholic 
context. There will be a session on it 
at Holy Trinity, Newcastle on Satur-
day 12th November from 10.30am to 
3.30pm. We need people from our 
parishes to come to this and find out 
more—there is no commitment be-
yond coming for the day, though 
hopefully parishioners will be in-
spired by this presentation. day on 
12th November. You can sign up by 
letting Teresa, our parish secretary 
know by phone or email. If you need 
transport to get there please let us 
know.  

Welch in the old part of the ceme-
tery. Please let parishioners and 
friends who would like to take part in 
the blessing of graves know. It is 
open to everyone, from any parish. 

Kidsgrove Volunteers Fr Julian is 
looking for volunteers to help in the 
following ways at St John’s: to go to 
the bank (on a rota) early in the week 
with the money to be banked; to 
assist in setting up for Mass and open-
ing the Church for Mass on Wednes-
days and for Requiem Masses; to 
open the Church and lock up for Bap-
tisms on Sundays. If you can help in 
any of these ways, please see Fr Julian 
after his return from the Parish Pil-
grimage, or email Teresa in the office 
(email address on the front of the 
bulletin). 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
will be on Friday 4th November at 
2pm at 77 Liverpool road. 

Alternative Halloween Party 
'Biddulph Churches Together' invites 
you and your family to our annual 
Alternative Halloween Party, Oct 
31st, 6-8pm, at Biddulph Valley lei-
sure Centre. This year we are hosting 
an 'Inflatable Party', with Inflatable 
Castle, Assault Course, Football 
Shoot Out, Bungee Run, Craft Ta-



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me. Make haste and come to 
my help, O Lord, my strong salvation. 
Response to the Psalm: I will bless your name forev-
er, O God my King. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Blessings on 
the King who comes, in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface & Eucharistic Prayer at the choice of the cele-
brant 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: You will show me the path of 
life, the fullness of joy in your presence, O lord. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Thirty-First Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1083          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£314.38, Non-Gift Aid £185.78, 
Total £500.16. APF Mission Sunday 
£37.81. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £170.50, Non-
Gift Aid £144.81, Total £315.31. 
APF Mission Sunday £58.63. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £216.00, Non-
Gift Aid £128.44, Total £344.44. 
APF Mission Sunday £83.79. 
Second Collections Next week 
For the Johnson Association.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.64 B McGough; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.6 M Aylward; 3rd Prize £5, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 19:1-10 

In today’s Gospel, observers in the crowd grumble because Jesus 
dines with a sinner. Jesus' choice of dinner companions set him 
apart from other observant Jews of his time. To dine together was 
to show a bond of fellowship and peace among those at the table.  
Jews did not generally dine with foreigners and sinners. Yet, Jesus 
chooses to honour the tax collector, Zacchaeus, by staying at his 
house. Even before Jesus comes to his home, Zacchaeus shows 
himself to be someone in search of salvation. Zacchaeus, described 
as short in stature, climbs a tree in order to see Jesus. In his search 
for salvation, he humbled himself by making a spectacle of himself 
by climbing a tree. Jesus recognizes the faith of this tax collector 
exhibited in his search for salvation and calls him down from the 
tree. In the hospitality he extends to Jesus and in his conversion of 
heart, Zacchaeus is raised up by Jesus as a model of salvation. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: The Cook Family; Ken 
Holmes & Family 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. 

Nightfever On the last Friday of  
the Year of Mercy, 18th November, 
there will be ‘Nightfever’ - an even-
ing of prayer and evangelisation for 
young people at Sacred Heart Han-
ley. 

Closing Event St Gregory’s Long-
ton will host our closing event for the 
Year of Mercy on the afternoon of 
the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday 
20th November. It will include a 
celebration of the works of mercy 
throughout our Deanery, as well as a 
final prayer event. More details soon. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday eve-
nings from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries 
regarding baptisms, weddings or any 
other matter. No need to book an 
appointment. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray also for 
the soul of Michael Doyle. A funeral 
service to pray  for the repose of his 
soul will be on Monday 31st October 
at St Joseph’s at 10.30am. Burial will 
take place at Tunstall Cemetery. 

Requiescat in pace 

No.68 S Beech. Monthly Draw 1st 
Prize £75, No.48 K Waring; 2nd 
Prize £50, No.92 D Hewitt; 3rd 
Prize £25, No.93 K Burgess. Num-
bers are always available to new 
members. 

Biddulph 125 Club If you would 
like to join the 125 Club or if you 
already have a number and would like 
another, there are 3 numbers availa-
ble. Please speak to Elsie, Vincent or 
Mary.  

Study Day A day on ‘The Wisdom 
of Christ: The Source of his 
Knowledge’ on Saturday 26th No-
vember at St Dominic’s Convent, 
Stone. The day will start at 9.30am 
and will be led by Fr Simon Gaine 
OP. Cost £30 (includes tea/coffee). 
For more details contact Sr Valery 
01785 812091/07986 851376 email 
valeryeealker@yahoo.co.uk 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
There will be days of prayer at: St 
John’s, Kidsgrove on Friday 11th 
November (details in next weeks 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for  
November 

That the countries which take in a 
great number of displaced persons 
and refugees may find support for 
their efforts which show solidarity. 
That within parishes, priests and lay 
people may collaborate in service to 
the community without giving in to 
the temptation of  discouragement. 

bulletin); Our lady of Perpetual Suc-
cour, Fenton on Thursday 17th No-
vember; St Mary’s, Cresswell on 
Saturday 3rd December. 


